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* Imagine - a Umted- Statéo i
“which the government has rum

‘roughshod over civil rights, stag-: .
“ing numerous break-ins and wire-.
“taps in an effort'to- ipe

-tology had its offices in Los An-
_geles: raided: by: the FBI under a
~federal. warrant. Although they
" were:nly supposed to search two
.drawers, they went. through six
..floors and rousted workers out of.

o] moraes
© That's not, ust:an. Orwellian
. fantasy;: chargua niatibnal group -
:called American..Citizens for
. Honeésty in Governmient. .. . ~~:
. The, federal-threat, to—hberues
“exists today, insists the Michigan..
- chapter. of .the_organization.. Its -
* members. demonstrated yesterday .|

in front of Detroit’s Federal Build-

ing, calling on ‘government work--
“ers to blow the whi tle .o, ﬂlegal
cactsl il W iemed
“In aademocracy, the cmzens
must take charge of seeing that
the government: is- responsible,"”
said Rudy Rxefstanl a spokaman
for the group,

““We're here to pmtest;the wire- - |

taps, buggmg.-break-ms and ;

- abuses of civil liberties by the-

~FBI, CIA and- othergovemment ;
- agencies. We-want honest govern-
ment-and-a restoration.-of. individ;-; X

-ual nghtx and liberties.t’ .

v

- ABOU¥: A DOZEN. young?"
.demonstrators presented a skit on._

“the Michigan. Avenue sidewalk,

showmg the CIA and FBI. attack~ -

.ing a womian dressed as the Statue .
of . Liberty. The street theater
. ended: with.a ““George’ Washing-

-ton’! character. trmmphmg on be-

half of civil liberties.” "™ .
" Riefstahl said the: group hsts

*about-100-members statewide: and‘

has chapters in 21 other cities. -
.-..;-The. organization is sponsored
..by the_ Church-of - ‘Scientology, .

tmuzed by- megal- govemment

- -4'}-.&'-& PN FN P PR AP RPN

" thefr staff quarters,’-declared the—

. ment documents but ' I'm not-
"aware of any mformatton bemg

-USA" andstata. R

- under-the *subversive’ category ..

-Quakers; the-Episcopalians and

.S, snooping —|

“chst July, the Church ‘of Scien-

Michigan, ‘spokesman... “They
claimed they found stolen govern.’

stolem.” - - o
A p»amphlet 1ssued by the pro—
test group is-entitled . “ngtma /e,

® “Batween 1960 and 1974 the FBI"_'
conducted 500,000 separate investi--
gations-of persons. and  groups

. Yet not a single mdmdual or .
groupv was prosecuted.” .7 .

® “The FBI'and CIA ccndncted
hundireds of -illegal break-ins,
many against- American cmzew
and domestic organizations.” .

The 49-year-old Riefstahl, a
local art curator, said it would be-
inaccurate to brand his group a:
*‘front” for the Chnrch of Sclentol-
ogy. 2
YT we're a front for Scxentol—
ogy. then we're also a front for the.

_every othier church,”. he. saids*T
happm to be a_member of Scien-

tology,. but I’m also an npxscopaw
: han -

- “Ip's the JOb ‘of the chuch to be
"mvolved in social reforms. I don’t
«like saying we're afront for Scien-
-tology® because::that.:implies

somethinig covert. We don’t hide

_the fact that we're supported by |
. the-Church of Scientology, but who

sponsors us is less 1mportant than
what we do asa group.””. o

_SCIENTOLOGY, }}xefs_tahl said,

isa rehgxon *based on the belief in i

.the spiritual nature of man.” - .
He added that “‘a number of

members”.of .the protest group

also belong to the Church of Scien-

. tology and that several are govs-
* ernment workers, None. of the lat-
_ter were at yesterday s demon—

stration.
- Riefstahl’s: group' talked thh
govemment workers stmﬂmg on

“A lot of them feel caught be»

tween the hammer of the-govern-
_ment:and the anvil of our organ-

ization-because they believe in
what we 're trymg todo,” he saxd

“We had apphcanons for 17 new

. members as a result of our demon- .
stration.. We think that's a good

sign that people want to keep this

ship.”
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. country from becoming a dxctator-



